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Purpose:

HIS 6/740 will familiarize students with the work of major personalities and movements
of the Protestant Reformation as these arise and flourish in the social and historical
context of Sixteenth and Seventeenth Century Europe. While students will be exposed
to the family resemblance between the various Protestant Reformation trajectories, an
appreciation of the range of reforms and reformers and their continuing influence on
Protestant and Anglican confession, worship and church polity will be explored.

Competence Objectives:
HIS 640
In completing this course a student will be able to:

1) Identify the major personalities and movements of the Protestant Reformation.

2) Describe the social, historical, political and theological factors that gave rise and
success to the Protestant Reformation.

3) Compare and differentiate between the various strands of the Protestant
Reformation in matters of doctrine, liturgy and church polity.

4) Relate and assess the continuing influence of the Protestant Reformation in the
life of the denominations/traditions to which it gave rise.

HIS 740: Advance Degree Competence Objectives (in addition to the above)

1) Identity and critically assess central themes in Reformation thought and reflect
on their current usefulness for the life of the church catholic through interaction
with primary and secondary resources.

2) Demonstrate historical and theological dexterity in conversation with current
theological/historical scholarship on the Magisterial Reformers.

Format:

This class meets once a week for three hours for eleven weeks. The primary format is
lecture followed by seminar discussion of questions raised on the basis the student’s



reading of primary sources. We will also watch a variety of DVD resources and films
on the personalities, movements and influence of the Protestant Reformation.

Expectations/Evaluation:

1)
2)

3)

Class attendance and preparation of all required reading before class.

Three prepared questions — for clarification, debate or discussion - which arise
from the students’ reading of the primary sources each week. Students may be
called upon to contribute to class discussion by means of one or more of their
questions. These will also be handed in at the end of the class for which they are
prepared to be evaluated. The criterion for evaluation is: do the questions give
evidence of serious and creative engagement with the readings?

A major paper (18-20 pages, 4500-5000 words) which compares/contrasts how
two major Protestant Reformers deal with a central Reformation doctrine,
liturgical practice or matter of church polity and reflects briefly on the relevance
of the matter for the life of the church today. The paper will be evaluated on the
basis of its use of primary resources, its fidelity of depiction, clarity of contrast
and imaginative potential.

HIS740 Expectations/Evaluation

1.
2.

Expectations 1-2 above.

Expectation 3 (above) will be covered in a longer paper of 25-30 pages. A
bibliography which shows serious reading in secondary resources is also
expected, as well as a more substantive reflection on the relevance of the matter
considered for ecumenical discussion and ecclesiastical life today.

Reading of a biography (approved by the instructor) of one of the Major
Reformers and a short review of 5 pages. Students should critically review the
book in the light of the author’s thesis. Evaluation will be based on clarity of
understanding, cogency of argument and concise evaluation.

Required Texts/Readings:

Diarmaid MacCulloch, The Reformation: A History (Penguin, 2005).
Denis R. Janz, ed. A Reformation Reader: Primary Texts with Introductions (Fortress, 2008).
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