SP/ETH/TH5/715: SPIRITUAL PRAICE
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Sallie McFague tiastor
Fallaz

PURPOSE:

This course hopes to address appropriate spiptaatice for a time of
severe planetary peril, as manifested in climasngk and the economic
meltdown. The problems we face are principallyggaphical, not temporal,
ones: space and energy, place and sustenancevaieentral. Loss of habitat for
human beings and other species; deteriorationatfi@tand, clean air, and fresh
water; poverty, starvation, and destruction ofldife in cities—these are the
marks of the 2% century crisis.

What ethic might function at personal, professipaad public levels for a
world that is destroying itself through excess @iny sorts—energy use,
consumer goods, debt, population, unlimited growtkatiable desire? This
course will investigate the concept of self-limibat (kenosis in Christianity), an
ethic dependent on a sensibility oriented to egoless and sacrifice; awareness
of finitude; the sharing of space, place, and enaiith others. While the course
will focus on Christian sources, it will also indiel similar motifs from Judaism,
Hinduism, and Buddhism.

COMPETENCE OBJECTIVES:
1. To learn about and comprehend the seriousrid¢be present planetary crisis,
epitomized by climate change and the financial shao

2. To study and internalize the role of religiarbioth forming and re-forming
basic assumptions about human nature and behavior;

3. To review and assess various ethical stancgagfrom religious traditions;

4. To investigate in some depth the traditionedf-Bmitation in religion and
especially the notion of kenosis in Christian tloggl and ethics as resources;

5. To produce a paper or project embodying sonmbkeoébove findings.

FORMAT AND EXPECTATIONS:

The class will be run as a seminar with the instnugiving lectures and
guiding discussions. Credit students will also havele in teaching, by
introducing readings, presenting working papers@ogects, and leading



discussions. Auditors are welcome but will havess active role, expected to do
the readings and participate in discussions.

All students will be expected to do the weekly iiegd and credit students
will produce a major paper or project of a thewadtor practical nature,
incorporating some of the learning on religioug-Belitation. Proposals for the
papers/projects will be due early in the semestdrsatudents will present them to
the class throughout the semester. Evaluationbeilbased on general class
participation, presentations of various sorts ®dlass, and the final paper (with
the latter counting for half the credit).

REQUIRED TEXTS TO PURCHASE (available at the UBC Bookstore):

A Custom Course Pack

Gary Gardner, Inspiring Progrede be read before the first class)

John B. Cobb, Jr. and Christopher Ives, ed. Thetimg God

John Polkinghorne, ed. The Work of Love

John Woolman, Walk Humbly with Gpdd. Stephen S. Wilburn
and Keith Beasley-Topliffe

CLASSSCHEDULE

SEPTEMBER 17: Introduction: The Role of Religion
Read Gary Gardner, Inspiring Progres$ore class meets.

SEPTEMBER 24: On the Problem
Margaret Atwood, Paybackch. 5 (CP)
Thomas Homer-Dixon and Nick Garrisdniroduction,” Carbon Shift
pp. 1-26 (CP)
Sallie McFague, A New Climate for Theolqggyh. 3 (CP)

Issues/questions on readings

OCTOBER 1: Examples of Another Way
John Woolman, Walking Humbly with Gogentire)
Gustave Thibon, “Introduction,” Simone Weil: Grjwand Grace,
pp. vii-xI (CP)
George A. Panichas, ed., The Simone Weil Reagpr 350-356, 439-468 (CP)
Robert Ellsberg, ed., By Little and by Little: TBelected Writings of Dorothy
_Daypp. 89-119 (CP)




Issues/questions on readings
Presentation

OCTOBER 8: A Different Worldview
John Haught, God After Darwifhs. 4, 7 (109-114) (CP)
Nancey Murphey and Geroge F.R. Ellis, On the MN&ture of the
Universe Ch.6 (CP)
Holmes Rolston Ill, “Kenosis and Nature,” The WariklLove, Ch. 3

Issues/questions on readings
Presentation

OCTOBER 15: Some Religious Views

John Hick, An Interpretation of ReligiprChs. 17, 18 (316-25) (CP)

Christopher Key Chapple, “Sacrifice and Sustailitg{ji Worldviews,
Volume 12, # 2-3, pp. 221-236 (CP)

James David Dunn, Window of the Soul: The KabbalaRabbi Isaac Luria
pp. 25-30 (CP

Gershom G. Scholem, Major Trends in Jewish Mysticpp. 251-264 (CP)

Eugene Borowitz, “TzimTzum” (CP)

Issues/questions on readings

Presentation

OCTOBER 22: Some Religious Views (cont'd)
Masao Abe, “Kenotic God and Dynamic Sunyata,” Eneptying God
John B. Cobb, Jr. and Christopher Ives, ed,3gb.
Essays by Catherine Keller, Jurgen Moltmann, Setubgden, and
David Tracy, in The Emptying God

Issues/questions on readings

Presentation

READING WEEK: OCTOBER 26-30



NOVEMBER 5: Christianity and Kenosis
L.J. Richards, A Kenotic Christologpp. 158-182; 211-238; 245-270;
310-316 (CP)

Issues/questions on readings
Presentation

NOVEMBER 12: Christianity and Kenosis (cont’d)
Essay by Keith Ward in The Work of Lawed. Polkinghorne
John D. Zizioulas, Communion and Othernggs 81-88 (CP)
Andrew Louth, “The Place of Theosis Orthodox Theology,” Partakers of the
Divine Nature ed. M.J. Christiensen and J. A. Wittung, pp432(CP)

Issues/questions on readings
Presentation

NOVEMBER 19: Christianity and Kenosis (cont’d)
Essays by lan Barbour, Arthur Peacocke, Georgds, BMichael Welker,
Jurgen Moltmann in The Work of Loved. Polkinghorne

Issues/questions on readings
Presentation

NOVEMBER 26: Kenosis and Practice
Dorothee Soelle, The Silent Cigh. 13 (CP)
Mark Mcintosh, Mystical TheologyChs. 6 & 7 (CP)
Wendy Farley, The Wounding and Healing of Dediths. 3, 8 (CP)

Issues/questions on readings
Presentation

DECEMBER 3: Kenosis and Practice (cont’d)
Andrew Flescher, Heroes, Saints, and Ordinary Mgrap. 1-9; 172-233 (CP)
Sallie McFague, A New Climate for Theolqggyh. 6 (CP)

Issues/questions on readings
Presentation







