
 
 

 
 

CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Rev. Dr. Paula K. Sampson 
Director, Native Ministries Program and 

Assistant Professor of Ethics and First Nations Studies 
Vancouver School of Theology  

 
 
BIRTHPLACE Ketchikan, Alaska 
 
 
CITIZENSHIP  Canada and United States 
 
 
TRIBAL AFFILIATION  Nisga’a, adopted (Wolf Clan) and named K’sim  
     Tk’alwilimhlkw Gitwilnaak’il (Spiritual person 
     among us in the house of Gitwilnaak’il) 
 
    Member, Alaska Native Sisterhood, Camp #1,  
     Wrangell, Alaska 
 
 
POST-SECONDARY EDUCATION 
 
1999   Doctor of Philosophy in Environmental Ethics and Liturgical 
     Theology 
   Graduate Theological Union  
   Berkeley, California 
   Comprehensive examinations passed with distinction,  
    October, 1997 in:  Western social thought 
            Environmental ethics 
            Liturgical theology  
            Modes of moral reasoning 
 
1994   Master of Divinity 
   Pacific School of Religion 
   Berkeley, California 
 
1991   Master of Arts in Spirituality and Culture 
   Holy Names College 
   Oakland, California 



 
 

 
 

1970   Bachelor of Arts cum laude, with honors in Political Science 
   University of Washington 
   Seattle, Washington 
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
2008   Instructor, VST, Ethics 100 (January intersession) 
 
2007   Instructor, VST/NMP, Theology 100 (Henry Budd College)  
 
2006   Instructor, University of Northern British Columbia  
    Environmental and Professional Ethics 
 
2005   Instructor, VST/NMP, Doctrine of Creation M. Div. course 
 
2004   Instructor, Wilp Wilxo’oskwhl Nisga’a   
    Women in Environmental Studies 
 
   Instructor, VST/NMP (Summer school)  
    First Rites, First Nations 
 
2002-03  Tutor, United College of the Ascension, Birmingham, UK 
   Courses taught:  Introduction to Development 
                   World Affairs and Development 
   Workshops: Women’s Voices, Caring for the Earth 
     Indigenous Christianity, Lessons from Canada 
     Liturgy - West England Ministry Training course 
    
2002   Co-instructor, Native Ministries Consortium Summer School 
    First Nations Christians and Natural Resource 
    Management 
  
2001   Instructor, Wilp Wilxo'oskwhl Nisga'a 
                     Environmental History 
          Environmental Geography 
          Sustainable Communities  
 
2000   Instructor, WWN, 
    Women in Environmental Studies  
    
1998   Co-instructor, NMC Summer School 
    Creation and Culture 
1996   Teaching Assistant, Graduate Theological Union 
    Economic ethics, with emphasis on justice theory,  
    Third World women and sustainable development 



 
 

 
 

 
   Co-leader, San Jose State University workshop 
    Environmental philosophy and theology   
  
 
1994 to date  Tutor, Native Ministries Program 
     
 
OTHER RELATED ACTIVITIES 
 
2001-08  Member, Board of Governors  
   Vancouver School of Theology 
    Member, Vision and Strategy Committee (06-08) 
    Member, Academic Policy Committee (01-05) 
 
2001-07  Tutor Representative 
   Native Ministries Program Committee 
 
2001-07  Member, Faith, Worship and Ministry Committee 
   Anglican Church of Canada 
    Convenor, Ethics and Interfaith working group (05-07) 
 
1998 to date  Diocese of Alaska representative  
   Native Ministries Consortium 
 
1998-2004  Coordinator, Caledonia School of Mutual Ministry 
   Diocese of Caledonia 
 
1998- 2004  Co-administrator, the TEE Center, a shared ministry of the 
    Diocese of Caledonia and Prince Rupert Presbytery of 
    the United Church of Canada    
 
1997-2000  Member, Provincial Executive 
   Anglican Ecclesiastical Province of BC and Yukon 
1993-94  Student Member, Committee on Academic Affairs 
   Pacific School of Religion 
 
1986-90  Member and Chair (88-90) 
   Alaska Women's Commission 
   Office of the Governor, State of Alaska 
 
1986-89  Member and President (88-89) of the Standing Committee 
   Diocese of Alaska 
 
1985-88  Dean, Southeast Deanery 
   Diocese of Alaska 



 
 

 
 

 
1981-85  President 
   League of Women Voters of Alaska 
   
     
PUBLICATIONS AND PAPERS 
 
2007   Paper:  “When God is Red, Will Christians be Green?”,  
   God is Still Red symposium, Vancouver School of Theology 
   First Peoples’ Theology Journal (Publication pending) 
 
2006   Primary author, “We Will, with God’s Help:  a guide to Codes of 
    Ethics for those authorized to practice ministry in the 
    Anglican Church of Canada.”  Faith, Worship and Ministry 
    Committee, Anglican Church of Canada 
 
2004   Paper:  “We are not Fish:  on the prospect of compatibility 
   between European ecosophy and First Nations ecological thought” 
   presented at the Western Social Sciences Association, Salt 
   Lake City, April, 2004 
 
   Paper: “Visible Virtue:  Environmental Ethics and Northwest 
    Coast Formline Art” presented at the Society of Christian 
    Ethics, Pacific Division, San Francisco, February, 2004. 
 
   Article: “Cultural Pluralism as a Mark of Mission:  reflections 
   on  indigenous Christianity in Canada” in Rethinking Mission, 
   London, USPG, January, 2004.  
 
2003   Paper:  “Education and Ethics:  Postcolonial Theological  
   Learning and Teaching within an Indigenous Intellectual 
   Tradition” presented at the Center for Indian Scholars 
   Symposium, Vancouver School of Theology, July 23, 2003 
 
   Paper:  “Indigenous Art in Sacramental Practice and its 
   Implications for Sustainable Development in Northern 
   British Columbia” presented at the Oxford Center for 
   Mission Studies, Oxford, England, June 10, 2003 
 
2001   Paper:  "Ethics and Edicts:  the Postcolonial Interpretation of 
    Difference between Western Philosophy and the Ayuukhl 
    Nisga'a" presented at the Western Social Sciences  
    Association, Reno, Nevada, April 20, 2001 
 
1999   Dissertation:  "Deep Christianity:  Land, Liturgy and  
    Environmental Virtue Ethics in Northern British Columbia" 



 
 

 
 

 
   Paper:  "The Shape of an Act:  Northwest Coast Formline 
   Art and Environmental Ethics,"  Art, Culture, Nature Conference, 
   University of Washington, Seattle. 
 
1998   Paper:  "The Power of the Blanket:  Issues of First Nations 
   Sovereignty and Ecology in Northwestern British Columbia," 
   co-presented with Ian MacKenzie at the Western Social 
   Science Association, Denver, April 17, 1998 
 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
 
2002-03  Visiting Fellowship 
   United College of the Ascension 
   Birmingham, UK 
 
1996   Newhall Grant Recipient 
   Graduate Theological Union  
   Berkeley, California 
 
1970   Phi Beta Kappa 
   University of Washington 
   Seattle, Washington 
 



 
 

 
 

PAROCHIAL EXPERIENCE 
 
2005 to date  Rector, St. Philip’s Episcopal Church 
   Wrangell, Alaska 
 
2004   Interim rector, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church 
   Juneau, Alaska 
 
1998-2003  Associate Priest 
   Holy Trinity Anglican Church and 
   St. Andrew's Anglican Church 
   Aiyansh, B.C. and Greenville, B.C. 
 
1995-96  Priest in charge 
   St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church 
   Homer, Alaska 
 
1994   Deacon in charge 
   St. Andrew's Episcopal Church 
   Petersburg, Alaska 
 
 
    


